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With the failure of Central American governments to agree in February on a regional approach to
anti-drug efforts (see NotiCen, 2000-03-02), individual governments are falling into line behind US
drug-interdiction policy through bilateral arrangements.
To varying degrees, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and El Salvador have begun
cooperating with the US. In Panama, anti-drug policy is blocked by political differences among the
major parties.

Costa Rica allows US patrols
In 1999, the Costa Rican legislature approved an agreement with the US permitting joint antidrug patrols in Costa Rican territory and coastal waters (see NotiCen, 1999-09-02). The Public
Security Ministry recently announced that since March 3 patrols have been underway in the Pacific
and Caribbean and that within the first 10 days the patrols had boarded 104 ships but found no
illegal substances. A US Coast Guard vessel and a guided-missile frigate have been on duty off the
Caribbean port of Limon.
While the US mission is drug interdiction, the Coast Guard also assists Costa Rica in search-andrescue and maritime environment-protection operations. The ministry reported that 30 US drug
agents and 60 Costa Rican police, assisted by US-made helicopters, destroyed more than 1 million
marijuana plants and seized 67 kg of cocaine in the southeastern Talamanca Indigenous Reserve.
Security Minister Rogelio Ramos said the US-trained police would, in the future, be able to carry out
such operations on their own.

Honduras, Guatemala sign restricted accords
On March 29, Honduras and the US signed an agreement for joint operations to interdict drugs
in Honduran territory, airspace, and coastal waters. The treaty specifies that Honduras maintains
jurisdiction over the cargo and crew and any substances confiscated and has authority over arrests
and judicial proceedings.
In mid-April, the Guatemalan Congress also approved an agreement with the US permitting up to
99 US military personnel to participate in a joint Guatemalan-US drug- interdiction operation called
Maya-Jaguar. On April 18, three helicopters and a contingent of 450 US soldiers, pilots, technicians,
and special agents arrived to begin operations.
An official of the national police (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC) anti-narcotics unit said 125
Guatemalan agents would also participate in the operations, set to begin May 10.
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Nicaragua discusses cooperation with US
Nicaragua has an agreement with the US on anti-drug cooperation that allows the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) to operate within the country. The Nicaraguan legislature has
balked at approving a formal treaty permitting joint operations or stationing US military personal in
Nicaraguan territory.
However, after a trip to the US in March, Nicaraguan army chief Gen. Javier Carrion said that a
joint-operations agreement was under discussion with the US. US still looking for a multilateral base
When the negotiations for a multilateral anti-drug base (Centro Multilateral Antidrogas, CMA) in
Panama fell through (see NotiCen, 1998-10-01), the US arranged for 10-year base rights in Curacao
and Aruba in the Netherlands Antilles and at Manta in Ecuador.

Opposition objects to base in El Salvador
The fourth base will be in El Salvador. El Salvador signed an agreement with the US March 31 by
which the US will use Comalapa International Airport as a base for interdiction flights. Ratification
of the agreement has been held up in the legislature, however.
Jorge Schafik Handal, leader of the Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) deputies,
criticized the pact as "highly damaging to national sovereignty." He noted that the agreement
permits US military personnel to enter various government installations besides the airport and to
go about armed and in uniform. Furthermore, the document does not say how many US military
may enter the country, he said, and he warned that the groundwork was laid for a US occupation of
the country.
Three-quarters or 63 of the 84 votes in the Legislative Assembly are required to ratify the agreement.
The governing Alianza Republicana Nacionalista (ARENA) has only 29 votes.

Panama looks for multilateral support for its security plan
Panama's case is unique in Central America. That country is working to replace the anti-narcotics
service the US provided from Howard Air Force Base before the withdrawal of all US military
personnel on Dec. 31, 1999. Just before the final base handover, Justice and Government Minister
Winston Spadafora admitted that Panama no longer would have the ability to deal with drug
trafficking.
With the US presence, Panama had a sense of "intimate security, and it cost us nothing," Spadafora
said. He said Panama would begin its own battle against drug trafficking through President Mireya
Moscoso's Plan Estrategico de Seguridad Nacional (see NotiCen, 2000-02-10). However, before the
national-security plan takes effect, Panama must rely on police training and technical assistance
from Canada, the US, and other countries, which will have to come from agreements that were not
signed at the time the US pulled out of Panama.
Former President Ernesto Perez Balladares had failed to agree with the US on the terms of a pact
establishing a CMA (see NotiCen, 1998-07-09) and left his successor no alternative system in place.
Seven months into the Moscoso administration, the Foreign Ministry is still in the exploratory stage
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on the necessary multilateral agreements to back up its security plan. In early March, Richard Fifer
Carles, Moscoso's security-plan advisor, said several countries had made initial replies to Panama's
requests for international support.
In mid-April, Foreign Minister Jose Miguel Aleman went to Brazil to discuss anti-narcotics issues.
Even if there were more concrete results from the administration's efforts to line up security
partners, Moscoso would still be unable to implement the plan for lack of consensus among the
major opposition Partido Revolucionario Democratico (PRD) and other parties.
The chief concern of the plan's opponents is the potential for re-establishing a US military presence
in Panama. The plan is not expected to get Cabinet approval and go to the legislature until sometime
in May. [Sources: La Nacion (Costa Rica), 03/12/00; La Prensa (Honduras), 03/30/00; La Prensa
Grafica (El Salvador), 04/01/00; El Panama America, 12/16/99, 03/02/00, 03/14/00, 04/13/00 ; The
Miami Herald, The Financial Times (London), 04/14/00; Notimex, 02/28/00, 03/08/00, 03/09/00,
03/10/00, 03/11/00, 03/14/00, 03/30/00, 04/13/00, 04/18/00, 04/25/00]
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